m 


76 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


Н - 976 


International Court of Justice 





Com. A, 7j 


Take 2-Pg. 8 $ | 
25 June і 
H0976 — 0002 


Grothmann, 


OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946, 


25 June 1946, 


COMMISSIONER: 
Captain Joseph Tubridy. 
THE S. S. 
(THE COMMISSION CONVEN*D AT 1145 HOURS.) 
WERNER GROTEMANN, a witness, took the stend and testified 
as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER; 
Will the witness stand, raise his right hand and repeat 
after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty andOmniscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 


What is your name? 


Q 
A Werner Grothmsnn., 
Q 


You may sit down, 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr. Pelckmann, will you please state what 


you want to prove by this witness? 
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DR. PELCKMANN; The witness will testify: 

1) Separation and holding secret of the various specialist 

spheres in the Adjutant's Office of the Reichsfuehrer SS. 

2) Himmler's influence on the Waffen SS and its direction. 

3) The relation between the Waffen SS and the regular 55, 

BY DR. PELCKMANN; 

Q Were you Himmler's adjutant? 

A Yes. 

Q How long were you adjutant and what was the exact name that 
your office carried? 

A Since the 15 of August 1940 I hed been Himmler's second adjutant; 
in August of 1941 I became his first =djutent and in July of 1944 I 
became chief of the adjusent!s office of the Reichsfuehrer SS. 

Q What was your work in these positions? 

A At first I had to concern myself with all military questions that 
arose concerning the Waffen SS and after July of 1944 I also handled 
questions that concerned the reserve army. I had to take care of the 
daily program and plans and see to the arranging of trips, etc. 

Q Did you accompany him on these trips? 

A 1 accompanied him frequently, but not always. Sometimes I went 
on trips alone to the divisions in his order, 

Q What other adjutants did Himmler have beside you and what was 


their work? 


A There мав besides ne 2 police adjutant, who handled questions 
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concerning the ordinary police and the RSHA, Beginning in July of 
1944, there were under my command two adjutents, one for the Waffen 

SS and one for the reserve army, both were within the chiefe office 

of the adjutantcy of the Reichsfuehrer SS, 

Q Was there an adjutant for the general SS? 

A Not in my time and this would have been ST >Н as during 
the time of war there was no General SS and all questions concerning 
the general SS were handled by the office of the personal secretary. 

Q You concerned yourself with SD affairs? 

That was the concern of the Police Adjutant. 

Himmler was at the seme time the Minister of the Interior, did 

ә. special adjutant in this capacity? 

No, he had no special adjutant for the work connected with this 
office. All work concerned with this was handled by the Minister's 
Office. 

Q Do you remember when Himmler became secretary of the Interior? 

A Ав I remember, in August, 1943, 

Q What matters were handled by the personal division of Himmler? 

A This office handled all matters except those that were taken 
care of by the office of the police adjutant or the chief adjutant. 


Q Who reported questions concerning coneentration camps to Himmler? 


A These questions were reported on to Himmler by the police adjutant. 


Q What explanation can you give for this? Did the concentration 


camps have anything to do with the Waffen SS? 
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A The concentration camps were an entirely independant complex. 
They were seperate from the Waffen SS and all affairs concerning them 
were handled by the police adjutant. 

Q Did all orders that Himmler issued since you held this position 
эв adjutant pass through your hands? 

A Yes, 


Q By whom was the use of units of the Waffen SS ordered? 


A The use of these units was ordered by the higher military 


leadership staff and also by theCommander in chief of the army and 
nt 
by the army operational staff. The orders concerning them меѓќ solely 


through the hands of army offices under whose commend these Waffen SS 
units were, 

Q What was the task of the liaision officer of the Waffen SS 
or with the adjutant of the Fuehrer's office? 

A The liaison officer of the Weffen SS with the Fuehrer's office 
did not come into being until Fegelein was commanded to take over this 
position, It was his work to inform the Fuehrer of all matters and 
positions concerning the Waffen SS in the reports on the situations 
and the adjutant of the Waffen SS with the Fuehrer'w office was there 
only to report personal information to Himmler. 

Were you present when Himmler reported to Hitler? 

A No, I was mever present during any report of Himmler to Hitler. 

These reports were always carried on in private and we only learned 


what concerned our immediste work for reasons of secrecy. 
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Q On what order was this retaining of secrecy based concerning the 
keeping of your sphere of work secret and separate from another sphere 
of work, 

A This was based on an order issued by the Fuchrer himself at the 
beginning of the war at which time he demanded strict secrecy concerning 
all spheres and circles of work and sepsration of one from the other, 

This order was posted in every office. 

Q Do you know of orders issued by Himmler to the Waffen SS that 
violated rules of peace, humanity or international law? 

A Мо, I know of no such orders end Himmler would not have been author- 
ized to issue such orders as the Waffen SS units were KR amalgemated into 
the army and were under the same conditions of training and service regula- 
tions as the army troops were. 

Q What influence did Himmler have on the Waffen SS during the war? 

A Himmler was authorized to make decisions concerning personnel and 
legal matters. He had to see to the care and welfare of the troops. He 
served in a supervisionary line ёп the training of the compositfon of the 
Waffen SS at home. That is to say that he had the same influence he exer- 
cised in the lest years of the war when the People's Grenadier Division was 
composed and placed under him. 

Q Is it correct that the People's Grenadier Division was not a Waffen 
SS Division? 


A The People's Grenadier Division was e division of the army. 


Q How many divisions did the Waffen SS have at the beginning of the » 
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A None. The first division of the Waffen SS was composed during 
the first year of the war. Thet is after the end of the Polish campaign. 

Q Can you confirm that there had previously been a troop called the 
Reserve troop, which was made a Waffen SS troop? 

A Before the outbreak of the war there was the so-called SS Reserve 
troop and the Waffen SS troop wes composed of this reserve troop, 

Q What reasons led to the strong increase of the Waffen SS? Was 
this based on any special plan? 

A The Fuehrer himself had a plan of bringing the strength of the 
Waffen SS into a relationship of one to ten of the army. The Reichsfuehrer 
of the SS wanted to make the Waffen SS as strong as possible even if he 
had to jepordize the selection regulations that had existed. This existed 
because any such composition and forming of new divisions meant that valuable 


material of men, who had experience at the front, would be lost, 


Q Was there any relationship between the General SS and the Waffen 


A No, there was no relationship between the two organizations, because 
there was practically no General SS during the war, The members of the 
Weffen SS did not know the Generel SS nor did they belong to it at all, 
therefore, there was no possibility of there being any relationship to 
them. Moreover the fact that during the last yeers of war the higher SS 
and Police leaders were mede Generals of the Waffen SS did not change the 
situetion et all. Their tasks were purely police tasks and they had no 


authority of command whatever, with two excentions: (1) In case of National 
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energency where the approval for use of the Waffen SS units had to 

be given by the operational staff main office, and (2) The use of 

Waffen SS troops for partisan combats where the permission for their 
employment had to be given by the higher command office of the army. 

Q Might г rel-tionship between the two organizations be esSablished 
from the fact that 211 people who volunteered for membership in the 
Waffen SS had been up to that time members of the General SS? 

A No, I don't think any relationship can be establish Чагаа 
the fact that the grectest number of volunteers came fron ais General 


SS. At that time the SS Verfugungstruppe (The reserve troops) also 


existed and the members of the General SS were practically all amalgamated 


by the army. The S8 troop as such “as much too small and only a smell 
A 


part of the members of the Verfuggungstruppe was amalgamated by the 
other units, 

Q Had these youngsters, who volunteered for membership in the Waffen 
SS after leaving school or after their labor service year, been members 
of the General SS? 

A No, they were not because the entry or membership in the General 
SS was only possible at the =ge of eighteen. 

Q Is this true? Of the young people who were drafted by the Waffen 
SS, most of them had not been members of the General SS? 

A Yes of course because during the war membership in the general 
SS was not demanded and it was at rest, 


Q Was membership in the National Socialist party a decisive factor 


for being drafted or volunteering into the Waffen SS? 
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A No, this membership in the party was neither inquired at the 
time of entry nor was it demanded, After the time the person entered 
the SS as a member of the National Socialist Party his membership was 
considered not to be withheld during the time he was a member of the 
Waffen SS. 

4 Covld you consider the Waffen AS a political representative group 
of the ideology of the National Socialist patty? 

A No, the Waffen SS represented purely a soldier or military elite 


organization and that was demonstrated by the following: First, the fact 


thet membership could be voluntary, there was a certain basis of selection. 


There was a strict adherence to strict disciplince and juridiction. There 


was no special political training within the Waffen SS beyond that which 
was taught in other organizations. The characterization of volunteers and 
selection had to be given up during the war because the Fuehrer had ordered 
a new composition of the Waffen 55, 

Q What attitude did the Waffen SS troops have toward Himmler? 

A The majority of the members of the Waffen SS did not know 
Himmler at all and had only seen him on brief occasions on the visits of 
Himmler to the front, which he carried out once in a while. Himmler was 
very often reproached by his troops as misunderstanding the interest of 
his troops. The speeches that he held once in a while for officers of 
certain units and troops were very often criticized and reputed because 
of the future developments he depicted and the use of superlatives and 


his impulsiveness.@n the whole, his ethical ideas were recognized in his 


speeches but he very often tried to implant police thoughts in the minds 
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of the soldiers, This also was rejected by the troops. The instructions 
that he issued usually concerned just matter of fect things andxkäsaraz his 
ideologies had no influence on the forming of opinions within his troops. 

On the whole, he wae considered as being not concerned with the interests 

of his troops. 

Q Do you know anything of the history of the special staff chief of the 
Partisan Combat units? 

A This was created partly at the time for Obergruppen fuehrer Von 
dem Bach. This wtaff was to increase the position and esteem of Von dem 
Bach in the eyes of the higher SS and со11се leaders. At the same time 
Himmler wanted to strengthen his position by creating such a corps command 
that would be under his jurisdiction. 

Q Was von dem Bach also a general order Waffen SS? 

A Yes, as far as I know he was given this rank in connection with 
his appointment as chief of the partisan combat units. Here too the reason 
that von dem Bach was to be given military distinction was to be able to 
carry on negotiations with the Commander in Chief of the Army. 

Q What connections were there between the chief of staff of she 
partisan combat units and the Waffen SS? 

A None, 

Q What were the tasks of this staff? 

A The work of this staff was to inform Himmler concerning the entire 


partisan position in the east and later also in other districts. Secondly, 
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he was to send regulations concerning pertisan combat and experienced 


reports to the higher SS and police leaders. 


CAPTAIS—PUBRIDI: We will recess now untit 2:l5—2n6 witi 


adjourn tonight-et- 5:15, 


(THE COMMISSION RECESSED AT 1300 HOURS.) 


Mi ke je e e e je akk je ake je i jp je oj jt je e je жж a o oe oie aieo ak aie aje ake 
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(The Commission re-convened at 1415 hours.) 


COMMISSIONER: 


\ Mr. MeIlwraith 


wg. MCILWRAITH: Before we start, I have an announcement to make. 
DE 


"M 
The Gommission has now heard nearly 50 witnesses. in opder to comply with 
“ 


the request of the Defense to insure a fair and representative hearing for each 
organization, it may ke necessary to hear 20 to 30 more’ before the 5th of July. 
fhe time of hearing of mathe each witness must therefore be considerably curtailed. 

The Commissioners desire to point out that with certain exceptions, the 
organizations have already been fly described by the witnesses in accordance with 

S 

paragraph 6 of the Tribunal's order of Merch 13. They considerm, therefore, that 
both the Defense and Prosecution need only Pegard new matters concerning the organi- 
gations in hitherto discussions befere before the Commission. 

At the discretion of the Commissioners, therefore ‚ the hearing of a witness 
including cross-examination and re-examination will, in the future, be permitted 
to continue for sot more than 3 hours. | 

That РА ап. 

DR ,/ PELCKUANN: I will make a statement concerning this decision in written 
form. y/ don't think that there exists a basis for this decision. Dir 


/ MR. McILWRAITH: Will you continue? 


DIRECT EXAMINATION — Reswmed 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 
Q Witness, I have already asked you what the duty of this staff of the chief 


of the anti-partisan group consisted of. 
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А І have already stated that it was the duty of this staff to report to 
Himmler concerning the stages of this anti-partisan activity and first of all, 


only of the Western Front, then later, of the other areas. He also had to pass 
on orders and decrees to the Higher SS and Police Leaders concerning anti-partisan 
actions, He also had to pass on these orders and experiences to the Higher and 


Superior SS and Police Leaders and also, in some exceptional cases, this staff was 


supposed to be used as a staff in those places were especially large actions were 


planned, or in a places where two front sectors met on a border mmekweexn between 
various foni в ectors, The latter only happened once. 

Q What was the reason for the anti-partisan actions in the East? 

A The fight against the partisans was a fight against an official part of 
the Red Army in order to safeguard our rear lines. 

Q Witness Von dem Bach-Zelewski said that mxpmExikiy espe cially bad troops were 
being used in these actions in order to destroy parts of tie population. 

A I don't know of any such groups or formations апд 1 do not believe that 
any such units existed. 

Q Is it possible that under this term of more or less bad units, it would mean 
that there were units which were on parole? 

A Тһе term "minderwertig" ог not quite up to standard might be applied, Of 
course, there were some parole units. 

Q The group Dirlewanger, was that one of these parole units? 

A Yes, the Group Dirlewanger was such a parole unit which at first consisted 
of former members of concentration camps, and later on it also mme included men of 
the German army who had been court-martialed. They were put into this group in 


order tox justify their parole. 





B. eeng ITT 


Take 3, Page 3 
Ahuna 
25 June 


Ч Was this group a part of the Waffen SS or the regular SS? 

A It was neither a unit of the Waffen SS or bike unit of the regular SS, }, 

Q Шо you know of an order according to DE nn actas eg st 
civilians were not supposed to be disciplined? 

A Мо, 1 don't know of such an order. 1 do, however, know that in the Waffen 
SS, mmxxxkR unauthorized measures Сасе c Re population at times were disciplined 
severely. 

Q What do you know of the so-called Einsatzgroups and Einsatz Commandos? 

A The Einsats Groups were formations of the Reich Security Main Office in the 
East, and 1 do not know of their activities and their duties in a police nature. 

participated 

Q Do you know of any units or formations of the Waffen 55 thatzxwmmiixizxkmd 
in these Einsatz Command os? 

À Yes, 1 have heard that before 1 started working on the staff of Himmler 
that 3 companies of the SS had been transferred to the Einsatz Groups for duty 
with the Einsatz troops. Their duties were supposed to be, at the time, to protect 
sane of the police commandos and police headquarters, and they were made a part 
of the Reich Security Main Office. 

Q Did Himmler make any statements & to you concerning the Jewish question, 
especially concerning the solution of the geste Jewish question? 

А Yes, he made mm statements to us concerning this Jewish question. He 
stated that according to his opinion, these Jews were supposed to be held during 
the war, held in ghettos in the east, and after the war, they were to be brought 


to an undetermined place in order to be settled there. At that time he mentioned 


such places as Madagascar and the Government General (Poland). 
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Were you present when Himnler inspected the concentration camps? 


Yes, 1 was with him sometimes. 

Q Маз that in connection with your duties as adjutant of the Waffen ss? 

A No, these concentration camps did not have anything to do with the Waffen 
SS. However, when Himmler visited a certain area, he was interested in all the 
different units in that area and 1 accom anied him on these visits. He was not 
only interested in the duties and work of the SS, but interested ink the work of 
all the officers and sections under his command that were in that sector. 

Q Were you present when Himmler conversations with the Commanders of these 
camps? 

A No, I never was present when he had these conversations and discussions. 
First of all, S always in these conversations alone and I had nothing to do 
with it. 

DR. PELCKMANN: 1 have no further questions 


MR. McILURAITH: Is there any cross examination? 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

How old are you? 

30 years of age. 

For what reason did you join the SS? 

I entered the SS because I saw in it an organization which was to lead 

Germany out of the unhappy position it was in as a result of the last war. 
Q In addition to that, it was the elite of the German Army, was it not? 


A Yes, that's what it became later. 
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@ And it was generally regarded by everybody that that was so? 

À That is very hard to say, but the enemy especially considered it as the 
elite. We personally did not use that term since we did not want any discussions 
or difficulties between the Army and the SS. 

Q Perhpde 1 did not make myself cuite clear. The general bulk of the German 
Army recognized the SS as the elite, did they not? 

A So far as 1 know, yes. 

Q And mix would L be right in saying ax that although a number of men were 
drafted into the SS toward the end of the war, they were pleased and proud to 
become members of£ that group? 

A Yes. 

Q I want to ask you a little about Himmler's influence on the SS. Did you 
accompany Himmler when he went to speak at rosen in October, 1943? 

A Yes, 1 was in rosen. 

Q He spoke then to his major generals, didn't he, his SS major generals? 

A Yes, he spoke to a part of his higher SS leaders. There were hardly any 
members of the Waffen SS present. 

Q How many SS divisions were there on the eastern front in 1943? 

A It is very hard to say from memory. 1 cannot remember the number exactly, 
but I would say about 6 to 8. May 1 ask about what time in 19437 

Q Perhaps -- let me ask you a different question. Can you say how many SS 
divisions were serving, at any time, on the eastern front between 1941 to 1943, 
both years inclusive? 


A I would estimate this number to be about 15 to 20. 


KR 
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Q Do you remember Himmler saying this to his major generals on that occasion? 
I am afraid 1 have not got a copy of this document in German. it might help the 
interpreter и if he had the German copy. 

ї quote from PS-1919, US-170: 

"What happens to a Russian or to a Czech does not interest me in the 
slightest. What the nations can offer in the wey of good blood of our type we will 
take, if necessary, by kidnapping their children and raising them here with us. 
Whether nations live in qos muitis or starve to death interests me only imxmx£x insofar 
as we need them as slaves for our Kultur; otherwise, it is of no interest to мих me. 
Whether 10,000 kussian females fall down from exhaustion while digging an anti-tank 
ditch interests me only insofar as the anti-tank ditch for Germany is finished. We 
shall never be rough and heartless when it is not necessary, that is clear." 


Did you hear him say that? 


K І nik wag present at part of this xspeech since my organizational duties 


made it impossible for me to stay there all the time. 

Q You say -- you told us that Himmler never issued any orders which violated 
the rules of war and the laws of humanity? 

A No, he did not give any such orders for theilaffen SS. 

Q Do you cell watching 10,000 Russian females fall xxm down from exhaustion 
while digging an anti-tank ditch for the Germans as following in the laws of humanity 
or as being mmm generally recognized: 

A That is not a part of an order of Himmler but a part of a speech. 

Q Зо that we can say that Himmler did make speeches to the Waffen SS advocating 
measures which were breaches of the laws of war =. the laws of humanity? 

n 


A І һауе to point out again that this was moda a speech to the Waffen SÉ 
Es 
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Q What other SS major generals were there? 

À At that meeting were the superior SS and Police leaders, as well as the 
main office chiefs. 

Q Are you saying that none of the SS group at that meeting vere commanding 
Waffen divisions of the SS? 

A Idon't remember any of them, and in addition, 1 don't think that it was 
possible to recall any of the divisional commanders from their divisions for that 
speech. Р. 

in 

Q Alright. /t&he next speech that I will quote there is no question as to whom 
he was saking. Were you present at Charkov when he spoke there in 19437 

A Iwas in Charkov but was not present during the entire speech. 

Q He spoke there xmzoduxxxxi to the commanding officers of three SS divisions? 

A That is correct. 

© That's not only the generals, but the commanding generals of every SS unit, 
wasn't it! 

A ‘They were, as far as і remember, the regiomal commanders and the independent 
battalion commanders. 

Q Let's see what he says there? 

MR. McILWRALTH: 1з this the same document? 
COL. JONES: it's the same document, page 11 of the English translation. 
BY COLL JONES: 

Q Do you remember hearing him say this, when speaking of the territories that 

the Germans were occupying. 


"Either the people must be deported and will be used in Germany as labor 


for Germany, or they will just die in battle." 
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A І don't personally remember any such thing. However, it is possible that he 
did say it. 
Q По you remember himm speaking about the Jews and 1 quote: 


"Anti-Semitism is actually the same as delousing. Getting rid of the lice is 


not a question of ideology, it is a matter of cleanliness. In just the same way, anti- 


semitism, for us, has not been a question of ideology, but a matter of deanliness, 
which now will soon have been dealtk with. We shall soon be deloused. We have only 
20,000 lice left, and then the matter is finished with in the whole of Germany," 

ihat was his purpose of saying that to all the regional commanders in 3 
Waffen SS divisions? 

A I pointed out already this morning thatduring his speeches he took the oppor- 
tunity to speak to the troops about general conditions and especially concerning 
conditions which did not have anything to do with the various units. 

Q Are you saying that he was saying that to his commanding officers of 3 
divisions because those were matters which did not pertain to those divisions? 

А Yes, that is correct. 1 want to say that he took the occasion of these 
speeches to inform the troops of general conditions whcih did not touch the troops 
as such. 

© Can you offer any explanation as to why he should have wanted to inform all 
the SS of what was happening, and practically nobody we have heard during this 
trial has heard anything about it at all? 

А The duties which Himmler touched in this speech were among his duties. And 
KXEEEXXI especially, it was his desire, his wish, that in the future these various 


duties of his would be combined in one organization or one group. 
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ч Well let's turn to an occasion where he is/talking zimxiccemmxkhkmx to 


members of the Waffen SS. Were you gxxxmm present at his Dag of yetz йк speech 
in May, 1943? 
А I was not in metz in 1943. 
Q It is called the "Day of Metz" „ 1 am not quite clear as to where it 
but he was speaking to the officers of the SS Leibstandarte. 
A I believe that was in the year 1941. 1 was not present at that time. 
Q Very well, you say it was in 1941. Let me x read a few lanes to you. 
is document r3-1918, vS-304. 

"Very frequently the member of the X&ffmm$ Waffen-SS thinks about the depor- 
tation of this people here. These thoughts come to me today when watching the very 
difficult work performed by the Security Police, supported by your men who help them 
a great deal." 

Then he goes on explaining the kind £m of work, that is, he says: 

"Exactly the same thing happened in Poland in weather 40° below zero where 
we had to haul away thousands, tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands; where we 
had to have the toughness xxxx -- you should hear this but also forget it again 
immediately -- to shoot thousands of leading roles, where we had to have the tough- 
ness, otherwise they would have taken revenge on us later." 

Was that what the Wafiien SS was doing, and in particular, the Leibstandarte 
of Adolf uitbr, hauling away hundreds of thousands and shooting thousands: 


A 1 already said this morning,he gave these troops information about something 


that they didn't have anything to do with, and since пе only spoke from very short 
\ i 
notes, he exaggerated quite a bit. These speeches, in general, were|considered to 
ovv ect 
be 100% | by the troops. 
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Q Yes, but he said that the "kind work that the kim Leibstandarte Adolf 
Hitler is helping the Security Police a great deal". Sk Why should he say that 
if it mim isn't true? 

A He stated himself that it was the duty of theSmem Security Police and that 
evidently, some units of the Leibstandarte, the SS, aided them, The only œ kind of 
aid that could have been given in this case was that perhaps guards were put at their 
disposal. The troops themselves had nothing to do with duties like this. 

Q Why should he say, and I ask for the last time, that the kx Leifgtandarte 
had been assisted in that work? 

A It is possible that he made available, for this occasion, vehicles and other 
equipment. 

Q Now, I just want to &sk you about one further matter. 1 just want you to 
look at that, or it will be read to you. It is a short passage from the minutes 
of a conversation between Goering and Mussolini in Uctober, 1942. The number of 
the document is D-729, SM СВ-281. 

"The Reichmarshal then described GermanY's method in fighting the partisans. 
To begin with the entire livestock and all food-stuff is taken away from the areas 
concerned, so as to deny the partisans all sources fm of food. . lien and women are 
taken away to laborgxx camps, the children to childrens' camps, and the villages 
burnt down. Thus, for example, had the railways in the vast wooded areas of 
Bialowiza been safeguardéd. Should attacks occur, then the entire male population 
of villages would be lined up on one side and the women on the other side. The 
women would be told that all the men would be shot, unless they (the women) indicated 
which of the men did not belong to the village. In order to save their men, the 


women always pointed out the stranger. Germany had experienced that, generally 


speaking, soldiers were no use in carrying out such measures. Members of the „dv 


Party discharged their tasks much more harshly and efficiently. For the 
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same reason, armies that were strengthened by a political creed such as the German 
(or the Russian) fought much more anergetically than others. The SS, the guard of 
the old fighters of the Party, who have personal ties with the Fuehrer and who 
form a special elite, confirm this principle." 

Why should Goering have said that if people who were fighting the partisans 
had nothing to do with the SS? 

A This statement is purely a propaganda statement and it is especially proved 
by the fact that the connection which is mentioned here, and thé fact that it was ап 
elite selection, was only talk of the first divisions and they vere never used for 
&nti-partisan activities but used àn the front line. 

Q Do you call that good propaganda? is that the sort ofpropaganda that you 
approve of’ 

A I mmxx don't approve fer like any kind of propaganda. 

COL. JONES: 1 havem no further questions. 

BR. McILWRALTH: ls there any other cross-examination? Do you wish to 
re-examine Dr. relckmann? 

рк. PELUKMANN: Мо, no further questions. 

мк. MCLLWRALTH: Then the witness may adjourn and we will have the next 
witness. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1510 hours.) 


1 certify that the foregoing is a true end correct account of the 


testimony of WERNER GRUIHMANN, taken on 25 June 1916. 
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25 June 1916. 

COL ISS IONER s 

Captain Joseph Tubridye 

THE SeSe 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED àT 1145 HOURS) 

WERNER GROTHMANN, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
BY THE COMEISSIONER: 

Will the witness stand, raise a right hand and repeat after me: 

I swear by God, tho Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the 
puro truth and will withhold and add nothing. 

(The witness repeated tho oath.) 

Q What is your namo? 

“4 Werner Grothmanne 

Q You may sit downe 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: бу Бона, will you please stato what you want 
to provo by this witness? 

DR. PELOK'ANN: The withess will testify: 

1) Separatiàn and holding secret of the various specialist spheres 
in the Adjutant!s Office of the Reichsfuchrer 55» 

2) Himmlor's influence on the Waffen SS and its direction, 

3) The relation betwocn the Waffen SS and the regular SS. 
BY DR. PELCKUNN: 

Q Чего you Himnlor!s adjutant? 

a. Yese 

Q How long were you adjutant and what was the exact name that your 
office carried? 

A Since the 15th of August 1910 I had been Himmlerts second 


adjutant: in August of 1911 I became his first adjutant amd in July of 191 


'I became chief of the adjutant!s office of the Reichsfuehrer SSe 


Q What was your work in these positions® 


A At first I had to concern myself with allmilitary questions that 
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arose concerning the Waffen SS and after July of 19ll I also handled questions 
thet concerned the reserve аглу» І had to take caro of the daily program and 
plans end sce to the arranging of trips, ctc, 

Q Did you accompany him on these trips? 


A I accompanied him frequently, but not always. Sometimes I went 


on trips alone to the divisions in his crdor4 


Q What other adjutants did Himmler have beside you and what was 


their work? 

A There was besides me a police adjutant, who handled questions 
concerning the ordinary police ahd the RSHi. Beginning in July of 19), there 
were under my command two adjutants, ono for the Waffen SS and one for the 
reserve army, both were within the chief's office of the adjutantcy of the 
Reichsfuchrer SS; 

Q Was there an adjutant for the general SS? 

A Not in my time and this would have been superfluous as during the 
time of war there was no General SS and all questions concerning the general 
SS were handled by the office of the personal sccretarye 

Q You concerned yourself with SD affairs? 

A That was the concern of the Police Adjutant e 
Q Himmler was at the same time the Minister of the Interior, did 
A No, he had no special adjutant for the work connected with this 
offices All work concerned with this was handled by the Minister's Office. 
Do you remember vhen Himmler became secretary of the Interior? 
As I remember, in August 1913. 
Q What matters were handled by the personal division of Himmler? 
his office handled all matters except those that were taken 
care of by the office of the police adjutant or the chicf adjutante 
Q Who reported questions concerning concentration camps to Himmler? 
A These questions were reported on to Himmler by the police adjutant. 
О ‘What explanations can you give for this? Did the concentration 
camps have anything to do with the Waffen SS, 


A The concentration camps were an entirely independent complexe 
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They were separate from the Ylaffen SS and all affairs concerning them were 
handled by the police adjutant, 

Q Did all orders that `". issued since you held this position 
as adjutant pass through your hands? 

A Yos. 

Q Ву whom was the use of units of the Waffen SS ordered? 

The use of these units was ordered by the higher military leader- 
ship staff and also by the Comnander in Chiof of the Army and by the army 
operational staff. The orders concerning them went solely through the hands 
of army offices under whose cormanc these Yaffen SS units werce 

Q What was the task of the liaison officcr of the Waffen SS or with 
the adjutant of the Fuehrer's offi co? 

А The liaison officer of the Waffen SS with the Fuehror!s office 
did not come into being until Fegelein was commanded to take over this 
positicne It was his work to inform the Fuchrer of all matters and positions 
concerning tho Waffen SS in the reports on tho situations and the adjutant 
of the Waffen SS with the Fuchrer*s °°: со was there only to report personal 
information to Hinmlore 

Q Were you present when Himmlcr reported to Hitler? 

No, I was never prosent during any roport of Himmler to Hitler. 
reports were always carried on in private and we only learned what 

concerned our imediate work for reasons of secrecy. 

Q On what order was this retaining of secrecy based concerning the 


^ 


kecping of your sphere of work secret and separate from another sphere of work? 

А This was based on an order issued by the Fuchrer himself at the 
beginning of the war at vhich time he demanded strict secrecy concerning all 
spheres and circles of work and separation of one from the other, This 
order was posted in every office, 

Q Do you know of orders issued by Himmler to the Waffen SS that 
violated rules of peace, hummity or international law? 

А No, I know of no such ororo und Himmler would not havo boen 
„uthorized to issue such orders as tho Waffen SS units wore amalgamated into 
the army and were under tho same conditions of training and service regulations 


as the army troops weree 
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Q ihat influence did Himmler have on the Waffen SS during the war? 

А Himmler was authorize? to ~~. decisions concerning personnel and 
legal matterse He had tc sec to the care and welfare of the troops. He served 
їп а supervisi onary line in the training of the composition of the Waffen SS at 
hono, That is to say that he had the samo influence he exercised in the last 


of the war when the People's Grenadier Division was composed and placed 
hime 


O 


Q Is it correct that the People's Grenadier Division was nct a Waffen 
SS Division? 

А The People's Grenadier Division was a division of the агпу» 

О How many divisions did the Waffen SS have at the beginning of the mr? 

А None The first division of the Waffen SS was composed curing the 
first year of the war. That is after the end of the Polish campaiene 

Q Can you confim that there had previously been a troop called the 
Reserve troop, which was nace a Waffen SS troop? 

4 Before the outbreak of the wer there was the so-called SS Reserve 
troop and the \faffen 55 trocp was composed of this reserve troop. 

Q What reasons led to the strong increase of the Waffen SS? Was this 
based on any special plans? 

А The Fuchrer himself had a plan of bringing the strength of the Waffen 
SS into a relationship of one to ten of the armye. The Reichsfuchror of the SS 
wanted tc make the Waffen SS as strong as possible even if he had to jeopardize 
he selection regulations that had existede This existed because any such 
composition and forming of new divisions meant that valuable material of men, who 
had experience at the front, would bo lost, 

Q Was thoro any relationship between the Gencral SS and the Waffen SS” 

д No, there was no relationship between the two organizations » because 
there was practically no Gencral SS during the war. The members of the Waffen SS 
did not know the Gencral SS nor did they belong to it at all, therefore ; there 
was no possibility of there being any го] ctionship to theme Moreover the fact 
that during the last years of war the higher SS and Police leaders were made 


Gonorals of the Waffen SS did not change tho situation at alle Their tasks were 


purely police tasks and they had no authority of command whatever, with two 


exceptions: (1) In case of Naticnal 
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споггепсу where the approval for use of the Waffen SS units had to be riven by 
the operational staff main office, and (2) The use cf Waffen SS troops for 
partisan con ats where the permission for their employment had to be given by 
the higher command cffice of the агиу, 

Q licht a rclationship between the two organizations be established from 
the fact that all people who volunteered for membership in the Waffen SS had 
been up to that time members of tho Genoral 557 

con't think any relationship can be lished through the 
fact that the greatest number cf volunteers cane fron the General SS. At that 
è 
tine the SS Verfuncunsstruppe (the reserve troops) also existed and the merbers 
of the General SS were practicclly all azira 
such was much too small and only а s 
Verfugungstruppe was amalzamatec. ., t.o other units, 
Had these youngsters, who volunteered for membership in the Waffon 
55 after leaving school or after their labor service year, been members cf the 


No, they were not because the entry or monl ership in the Gencral SS 


Of the young people who were drafted by the affen 55, 
been members 
of course because during the war membership in the general SS was 
not demanded and itwas at reat. 
Was membership in the National Sociali party a decisive factor for 
being drafted or voluntcerins 
No, this membership he party was neither inquired at the tinesof 
was it demanded After the time the person entered the SS as a member 
tional Socialist Party “ir - ership was conside be withheld 
ime he was a member of the Waffen SS, 
& you consider the Waffen SS a political representative group of 
the ideolozy of the National Socialist Party? 


H 


No, the Waffen SS reprosented purely a soldier or military elite 


organization and that was demonstrated by the following: First, the fact that 


nmoiiorsnip could be voluntary, thoro was a certain basis of seloction. There 
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was a strict adherence to strict discipline and jurisdiction. There was no 


H 


special political training within the Waffen SS beyond that which was taught 


1 othor orranizaticns. The charactcrization cf voluntcers and selection had 


be given up during the war because the Fuchrer had ordered a new compcsition 


the Waffen SS, 


Q ihat attitude did the Waffen SS troops have toward Himmler? 


of the members of the \affen SS did know Himmler at 


The majority 


only see him on brief occasions cn the visits cf Himmler to the 


} 1 
Nac 


often reproached 


A 
с 


front, which he carriec out опсо in a while. very 


S as misunlerstandin? the interest The speeches tha 


r his troop 


held опсо in a while for officors of certain units ps were very ofton 


criticized and reputed because of the future developments he depicted and the 


of superlatives and his impulsiveness. On the whole, his cthical ideas 


S tried to implant роіісе 


in his speeches but ho very cften 


- 


were recor 


thoughts in the minds of the soldiers. This was rejected by the troop 


instructions that he issued usually concerned. matter cf fact thin:s 


es forains of opinions within his 


l his ideolories had no influence on the 


Оп the whole, he was considered as beins not concerned with the 


his 


you know 


the Fartisan Сот 


troops 


anything of the history the special staff chief of 


ar units? 


created partly at tho time for Ober-ruppenfuchrer von dem 


sition and esteen cf von dem Bach in 


was to incre. 


of the higher SS and police leaders. At the sane time Himmler 


4 
UO 


"n 
c 


that would 


о? 
геа 


strengthen his position by c ting such a corps command 


under lis jurisdiction. 


Q Vas von dem Bach also a reneral order Waffen SS? 


know he was given this rank in connection with his 


appointmen’ chief of the partisan combat unite Here too the 


von den Bach was to be given military distinction was to be able to carry 


ons with the Commander in Chicf of the Army. 


О of the 


) What connections were there between the chief cf staff 


and the Waffen BS? 
17h, 
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None, 
atıere the tasks cf this staff? 
The werk cf this staff тав to orm Himmler concerning the cntire 
sition in the east and later also in other districts. Secondly, 
regulati-ns concerning partisan combat and experienced reports 
to the higher SS and police leaders. 


(THE COMMISSION RECESSED AT 1300 HOURS.) 


(THE COMMISSION RE-CONVENED AT 1415 HOURS 
DIRECT EX 
BY DR. ZELCITHNN: 
Q \iitness, I have already ask 
the anti-partisan run consisted 
of this staff to report 
› Himmler conecrnins the stages of this anti-part ctivity and first cf 
other ar 
orders and decrees to the Higher SS and Police Leaders concomin 
anti-»artison actions. le also had to pass on these order: | periences 
Hizhor and Superio 1 2023 f nd 30, in some exceptional 
this staff т supposed to be used as a staff in thosc 
large actions were planned, or in places where two front sectors 
rder between various front 
vas the reason for the anti-partisanactions in the 
fight against the partic ons vas < icht against a 
Red Army in order to safeguard our rear lines. 
Witness von dem Bach-Zelewski said that especially bad troops were 
used in these actions in order to destroy parts of the population, 
I don't know of any such sroups or formations and I do not believe 
that any such units existed. 
Is it possible that under this term of more or less 
that there were units which werc on parole? 
The term "minderwertig" or not quite up to standard micht be applied. 


ome parole 





m 


Q The group Dirlewan^er, was that one of these parole units? 

L Yes, the Group Dirlewanger was such a parole unit which at first 
consisted of former members of concentration camps, and later on it als 

пеп of the German Army who had been court-martialed. They were put 
eroup in order to justify their parole, 
this croup a part of the Waffen 550г the regular SS? 

A wes neither a unit of the Waffen SS nor a unit of the rerular SS. 

Q o you know of an order according to which soldiers who had used 
unauthorized mcasures arainst civilians were not supposed to be disciplined? 

A По, І don't know of such an ordcr, І do, hewever, know that in the 


Waffen SS, unauthorized measurcs эте" , the civilian pcpulation at times were 


What do you know of the sc Lled EBinsetzzroups and Linsavz Conmandos 
The Einsatz Groups were formations of tho Reich Socurity Main Officc 
do not know of tho: and their dutics in a police 
naturce 
you know of any units or formaticns cf tho Waffen SS tna! 
partici; d in these Zinsatz Comu 
d working on the staff of 
Himmler that 3 companics cf tho SS had been transferred to tho Einsatz Groups 
for duty with tho Einsatz tro 
tino, to protect s 
apart of tho Reich 
Q Did Himmler make any tononts to you concerning the 
question, especially сопсерпіп” һо 50)`°.іоп of tho Jewish question? 
statements to us ccncecrnime this Jewish question. Не 
acccrdine to his 
during the ı еја in ghettos in the cast nd after the war, they were to 


1 


be brourht to an undetermined place in order to bo sci here At that 


time he meni 
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Were you present when Himmler inspecte” thc concentration camps ? 

Yes, I was with him sometizese 

“as that in connection with your cuties as a'jutant of the Waffen SS ? 

No, these concentration camps dic not have anythin’ to do with the Wie 
ffen SSe However, when Himmler sivisted a certain area, he was interested 
in all the "iffcrent units in that area and I aecompanied him on these visits 
He was not only interested in the duties and work of the SS, but interested 
in the work of all the officers and sections un’er his command. that were in 
that sectore 


Were you present when Himmler conversec with the Commanders of these 


No, I never was present when he had thesi conversations an? discussions 
First of ell, he alwevs in these conversations alone and I had nothin to до 
with ite 

DRe . ELCKMANNs І have no further gu.stions. 


Mie MeILVRiITH: Is there any cross examination 2 


CROSS EXAMINATION 


tor what reason 017 you oin the SS ? 
entered thc SS "ecaus sa ni n crzanization which was to leac 
Germany out of the unhappy position it was in as a result of the last war. 


In adition to that, it was the elite of the German army, was it nct ? 


That's what it became later, yes 
inc. it was -encrally го: arced by everybody that that was so 7 
That is very harc? t say, out thc enemy cspecially condicerec it as 
the clitee We personaly dic not use that term since we ^i? not want any dis- 
cussions cr “ifficultics between the Army ап” ths SS, 
we  iorhaps I di^ not mako myself quite clear. The eneral bulk -f the 
G- rman „rmyreco nized the SS as the elite, cid they nt ? 


Ae So far as I kn wy ycs 
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Qe an` wevle I ve richt in sayin that althou,h a number of men were draf- 
od into the SS toward the and of the war, thcy wore pleased anc proud to 
become members of that croup ? 

Je YCSe 


се I want to ask you a little asout Hinmler's influence on the 55, D4 d 


you accompany Himmler when he went to speak at rosen in October, 1943 ? 


Yes, I was in foseng 
He spoke then to his major vencrals, cicn't he, his SS major zencrals ? 

Yes, he spoke to a part of his hi-her SS leacerse There were bar Lg 
any members f the Waffen SS present. 

How many SS divisions wore there on the eastern front in 1913 ? 

It is very har? to say from memorye I cannot remem>er the numbcr exac- 
tly, but I wul? say aut 6 to Be May I ask about what timc in 1943 ? 

,  icrhaps -- lot me ask you a different question. Can you say hcw many 
SS divisions were servin , at any time, on the eastern front vetweon 1941 
543, both years inclusive ? 

I woul’ estimate this number to ое about 15 to 20% 

Lo you remember Hivmler saying this to his maj г :encrals on that occa- 
sion ? I am ofrai^ I have not kot a copy of this cccument in German. It 
mi bt help the interpreter if he had the G.rman сору» 

I quote from FS- 1919, US-17O : 

mihat happens tc a Russian or to a Czech does not interest me in the 
slichoteste What the nations can offer in the way of soo blood of our type 
we will take, if necessary, by kicnappin; their children anc raisin; them 
here with use ‘hether notions live in prosperity or starve to eath inte- 
rests me only insofar as we need them as slaves for our Kultur; other wise, 
it is of no interest to mee  vhethcr 10,000 Russian females fall down from 
exhaustion while cic in: an anti-tank Citch interests mc only insofar as the 
anti-tank “itch for Germany is finishe We shall never ое rouch anc heart- 
loss when it is nt necessary, that is clear." 

bic you hear him say that ? 

I only was present at ,.. . this speech since my organizational cuties 


mace it impossible for me to stay there all the time, 
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Ge You say -- you tcl: us that Hiuml.r never issued any orders which vic- 
lated the rules of war an the laws of humanity 7 
һә No, he ci^? not cive any sucen orders for the Waffen 55 
je Do you call watchin: 10,000 Russian females fall covm from exhaustion 
while Oi::in- anti -tank ditch for the Germans as followin: in the laws of 
humznity or as осіп: -encrally reco-nized 7 
ae That is not a part of an order of Himmler but a part of a speech. 
Ge So that we can say that Himmler cic make speeches to the Waffen SS 
acvoeatin: moasurcs which were breaches of the laws of war an the laws of 
i^nity ? 
I hve t point „ut = cin that this was not а specch to the Waffen 55 
vhat other SS maj r sencrals were there 7 


1 


At that mectin меге tho supericr SS an^ Police leacers, as Weil as 
are you sayin that none f the SS croup at that meetin were comman- 
‘ivisicns cf the SS 7 
Ze І donit remomber апу o. +~ and in adcition, I con't think that it 
was possible torecall any of the divisional comman’ers from their divisions 
for that spceche 
j AJrichte In next specch that I will quite there is n^ question as іо 
whom ho was speaking. Were you present at Charkov when he spoke there in 
1913 ? 
as I was in Cherkov but was nct present during tho entire speech, 
He spoke there to the comuon&inc officers of three SS divisions ? 


Де that is correct. 


э that's not only the encrals, but the comman' in. ;ensrals of every 


SS unit, wasn't it ? 
‘were, as far as I remember, the re:ionsl commmcers anc the ince- 
pen ent battalion commanlerse 
let's see what he says there, 
Mi. МеПлКАІГН Is this th ю cocument ? 
COL. JONES: It's tho same “ocument, pave ll of the En:lish translation, 
DY COL. JONESs 
ye Yo you rememver hearin: him say this, when speakin. of the territories 


that thc G-rmans were occupyin- $ 
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"Either the people must be ceportecd and will be used in Germany as la- 
bor for Germany, or they will just die in battic." 
А. І don't гегѕопа11у rememser any such thinc, Hewever, it is possi le 
that he soi? ite 
Ge Yo you remember him Ste, about the Jews an^ I quotes 
"{Anti-Semitian is actually the same as delousin-. G-ttin: ric of the 
lice is nct a question of ideolo t is a matter of cleanlincss. In just 
the same way, anti-semitism, for has nct ‘een a questicn of iceolo у, 
but a matter of eanliness, which now will soon hve been dealt witho isé 
shall soon эе delousec ho have only 20,000 lice left, anc then the matter 
is finished with in the whole cf Germanye " 
, 
what was his purpose of sayin- that t- all the cnc nal commancers Ap 
divisions ? 
inte?! out alrealy this mornin, that urin. his speeches he took 
the cpportunity to speak to the troops about -encral ccnciticns anc especia- 
lly eoncernin concitions which сіс not have anythin: to Co with the various 
unitse 
se «are you sayin that he was sayin that tco his comencin fficers of 
3 divisicns »ccaus those wer. “e ..3 Which cic not pertain to «those divi- 
Sions ? 
Ae Yes, that is correct. I want tc say that he tock the occasion of the- 
se speeches to inform the troops cf general concitions which did not touch 
the trcops as suche 


i 
we Сап you offer any ex lanation ^s to way he shou 
form all the SS of whet was happenin, an’ practically nobody we have heard 
Curin: this trial hes heard anythin: about it at all 7 
The duties which Himmlc. touched in this Bpeech were among his cuties. 
An^ especially, it was his desire, his wish, that in the future these va- 
ricus cutics cf his woul’ be com»ino? in спе organization or one zroupe 
ge Well, let's turn to an occasion where ho is actually talkins to members 
the Vaffon SS. Мого you present at his Day cf Metz speech in May, 1943 ? 
Iwas nct in Metz in 193. 
It is called the "Day f Mot-', I am not quite clear as to where it 


but he was speakin: to the officers of the SS Leibstandarte, 
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I »elievo that was in thc year 19lle І was not prescnt at that time. 

Very well, you say it was in 194le Let me read а feb lines to you. 

is document FS-1918, US-30h. 

"Very frequently the member of the Waffen SS thinks about the cepcrta- 
tion of this people herce esë thou-hts come to me tocay when watchin; the 
very “ifficult work jperfcrmed by tho Secvritv Police, supported by your men 
wh: help them a preat deal." 

Then he coes on oxpleinin: the kind .f work, that is, he says : 


"Exactly the same thin happened in folanc in weather lo? below 
> where we hac to haul away thcusands, tens of theusands, huncrecs of thou- 
where we had to have the touvhness == you shoul’ hear this but also for 
^in immediately == t. ouo.v thousands of leacin Poles, where we 


„ve th. touchness, ctherwtse they would have taken reven c on us 


Vas that what the waffen SS was Join, and in particular, thc Lei^5stan- 


Hitler, haulin: away hundrecs of thousands anc shostinr thou- 


y said this mornin., he gave these troops information about 
that they cidn'!t have anythin: to do with, and since he only spoke 
short notes, hc cxaz erated quite a bite These speeches, in cene- 

ral, were not considere? to 5e 100 $ correct by the troopse 
s, but he sai? that the "kin? of work that bhe Leibstandarte Длс1Ё 
Hitler is helpin: the Security Felice а ¿reat deal". “Why shou? he say that 
it isn!t true ? 

Ае He stated himself that it was thc duty of the Security Folice anc that 
evidently, some unitsof the k orte, the SS, sided theme The cnly 
kind cf si? that could have been given in this cas: was that » erhaps guards 
were put at their disposal. The breops themsclves hac nothin: to do with 
duties like this. 

ge “hy shoul? he say, mc I ask for the last timc, that the Leidstandarte 

assistec in that work ? 
It is possible that he made available, for this occasion, vehicles and 


other equipment. 
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ce Now, I just want tc ask you about oncfurther mattere I just want 
you to Lock at that, or it will "o: са tc you. It is a short passace from 
the minutes -f a conversation between О егіп” and Mussclini in October 19h2. 
The numocr cf the document is 0-729, 03-231, 

"The Reichmarshal thon described Germany&s metho” in fightin: the par- 
tisense To bezin with the entire livestock ana all foocestuff is taken away 
from the areas ccnccrnec, во as to ceny the „artisans all sources of Роос. 
Men and. women are taken sway to labor camps, the chil’ren to chil^rens! camps, 
an? the villares burnt “own, Thus, for exampl., hi? the railways in the 
vast wcocec areas of 2i-zloviza » sat ед ulc attacks occur, then 
the entire male pc;ulation of villa es w uld р оп d ide and the 
wman on tho .ther sides The women wor с tole that all the incn would be 
sh t, unless they (the women) in’icated which of the men di! not belon: tc 
the villa ce In rder t^ save their men, the women always pointed out the 
stran cre Germany hac experienced that, :епсга11у speakin:, solcicrs were 
no us. in carryin eut such measur. Members cf the Forty discharged their 
more harshly anc efficiently, For the same reason, armies that 
G rman (or the Russian) 

fou ht much more energetically than othe he SS, the голга 

hters of the Party, wh. have personal tics with the Fuchrer anc who form 

special elite, confirm this rpinciple." 


«пу 


Goerin: have sai^ that if people wh. were fighting the 
partisans hac nothin, to do with the SS ? 

This statement is purely a propa апда statement anlit is pecially 
proved by the fact that the connection which is mentioned here, ahd the fact 
that it was an elite selection, wasonly talk of the first Civisions anc they 
were never used for anti-partisan activities tut used on the front line. 

ée Dc you call that -co2 proparanda ? Is that the sort of propazanda that 
you approve of ? 

І con't approve of or like any kind cf propa:andae 

СОТ» JONES; I have nc further questions. 

Mite MILRAITHS Is there my other cross-examinstion ? Do you wish 


to resexamine Dr, Felckmann ? 
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TELCKMANNs No, no further questiones. 
' аша айй зай. hive the 
Mae McILWRAITH: Then the witness тау ^сфощгп anc ' evill have 


next witnesse 


ion adjourned at 1510 hours )e 


1 | j 1 с and correct 2ccount of the 
I certify that the foro-cin. 18 а truc and correc 
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Antliche Niederschrift der Zeugencussagen 
über emgeklsete Organisationen vor dor vom 
Internationalen Militérecrichtshof, an 
15. März 1946, rer ‘ss Paragraph 4, erncnnten 
Kommission, 

Dienstag, den 25, Juni 1946. 


Beauftragter 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Herr Zeu 
sprechen Sie mir fol enden Eid 
"Ich schwöre bei Gott ает Allmächti-cn und Allwissen: 


ich die reine Wahrheit saren, nicht: erschweiv~en und 


e spricht Eid 

Sie können sich sctzen, 

DURCH DR,PELCKMANN: 

Der Zeure Grothnann soll t ; 'ondes eaussa, er Trennun; 
Geheinhrituns de rorschiedenen Sach::e! се der Adjutantur 
Rcichsftihrers SS unà Hiunlor's Einfluss auf die Waffen-SS und 
Fiihrun; sowie Verhältnis der Waffen-SS zur 211 cucinen SS, 

F: Herr Zeuge; Sie waron Adjutont Hinnler's? 


ichnun Ihrer Dianststelle 


‚Ajutant und 
1941 erster adjutant ‹ Hoiohsfii 
Р: Welches waren Ihre Aufgo 
zuerst sämtliche 
Doarboitun:z 
dazu den Sektor des Ersotzheeres, 
de, Ferner dic Sear! |: des Tarespr 


tung von Reisen usw, 


F: Haben Sie Hinmler auch auf seinen Reise 
1816 
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2: Ich habe ihn öfters begleitet, ollerdin:s nicht inner, Manche 


?5.Juni-ASchnu-2-Maior 


nal reisto ich allein, zu den Tivisionen, 
F: Welche Adjutanten roh es aussor Ihnen noch bei 
was waren ihre Aufgaben? 
a» ausser nir den Polizci-Adjutenten, Aufgabe des Polizei- 
Adjutanten war das gesante Sachr-chict der Ordnun 
Reichssichorheitshauptautes. Ab Juli 1944 gab es nir unterstellt, 


'] 


cinen Adjutonten dor Waffen-SS, Zzustincis für das Gobiot der Waffen- 


TA 


SS und einen Adjutanten für dzs Srsatzheer, zustänđig für das Gee 


4 


Ers:tzheeres; beide letzteren in der Chefadjutentur. 
einen Adjutanten für dio All^couoino 88°? 
meiner Zoit fab os keinen adjutanten für die Allrenci 
SS. Dies war überflüssig, weil eine All-ereine SS in Krieg prake 
tisch nicht bestond 
Anfallende Fragen, ^io All-eneine SS betreffend, wurden von den 
persönlichen Sekretariat bearbcit 
Und welcher Adjutant bearbeitete die Ln-elerenhciten des SD? 
Das war An-ele senheit des Polizei-Adjutanten, 
Hiunler war doch auch Minister des Innern, Hatte or dafür 
Sonceren Adjutanten? 
er hatte in 'iosor Ei"enschsft keinen Adjutanten, Die 
enfrllenden Aufraben wurden w .. ..inisterhür: erledirt, 
Wissen Sie noch, seit wenn Hinulor Innenminister war? 
Meiner Erinnerung nach scit Aáu-ust 1943, 
Sachen wurdon durch das persönliche Sekretariet Hir en 
erlediert? 
Diese Dienststelle boarboitut säntliche 4n olc;enhoiten ause 
ser denen, dio wie ich vorher sacte, von dor Polizei-Adjutantur oder 
der Chef-Acjutantur boorboitot wurden, 


: Von wen wurden zun Deispicl XZ-4n ole. enhoiten Himmler wre 


KZ-An olo-conhoiton wurden von Polizei-Adjutanten vorrc- 
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F: Wie ist das zu erklären, Hatten denn die Konzontrationslacor 


25.Juni-ASchu-2-Maier.nrender 


ait der Waffen-SS zu tun? 

Konzentrationslager waren ein selbststänlirer Komplex, 
sie waren von der Waffen-SS rctrennt, Dieser Komplex wurde von Pos 
lizei-Adjutanten bearbcitet,. 

ĉie Befehle Himmlers on lie Waffen-SS, scitden Sie diese 


Stellung als Adjutont innehatten, durch Ihre Hände reronren und 


Jawohl, 
Wie unl von wen wurde der Einsatz der Verhände der 
befohlen? 
Der Einsatz der Verbänle d Waffen-SS wurde durch dic 
militärische Führun: befohlen, Ihre ә wurde in 
о entweder durch den Generalstahb Ces Hecres oder Curch 
machtführun"sstab vorretreren,. Alle Befchle und Meldun-en die Divi- 
betreffend sin-en über dio obere ounenlobehörden dcs Heeres, 
se Divisionen un stellt waren, Himmler selbst wurde an 
isch betoili^t, 
эз Verbindunrs-Offizi.rs der 
des adjutanten der Waffen-SS bein Führer? 
Dienststolle des roindun:s-Offiziors der Waffen-SS bhein 
Führor hat es erst sezebe Scit der SS-Gruppenführer PFe:selcin in 


diese kommandiert worde ls leo soit Herbst 1945, Er hatte dio 


Aufgabe, Himmler über alle Dinge der Waffen-SS betreffend, die in 


ebesprechung zur Sproche kamen, zu informieren, Ferner hatte 
oderloi Auskunft über säntliche Verbände 
Der Adjutant der Waffen-SS bein Füh- 
rer war für persönliche Aufträrc dos Führers dn, 
Sio dabei, wenn Hiuzlor Hitler Vorträre hiolt? 
Nein, ich war bei ke inen Vortraz Himmlers bein Pühror daboi, 
Er hiclt diese Vortrü-o unter vier Anen, Vir selbst els soin 


erfuhren aus Gehei.haltunsszründen nur das, was unser 
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welchen Befehl beruhte diese Ggheimhaltune eines Sachge- 


I 


F: & rhs 
bietes von dem anderen? 
auf einen 


Az: Das beruhte etwa mit Berinn des Krieses von Führer 
selbst gegebenen Befehl zur stren on Geheimhaltung, der gerade bei 
> an jeder Ziuuortüro angeschlagen wor und zu einer 


uns in Stabe 
cn Sohoidunz 
Befehle Himnler'!s 


des Sachgebietes führte, 


Kennen Sie 
en Frieden, Hunnnität 128 


keine derartisen BDefehle, Himmler ist zuch 


refurt gewesen, derarti-c Bofchle zu chen, da die Eine 
lciton der Waffen-SS an sr angeslielert und den Ausbildunzs- 
les Heeres unterworfen waren, 


bestinnun-en und den Kampfanweisunsen des 
Himmler dann auf die Waffen-SS während 


Ijmaler hatte das Rech, ssonellcr Entscheidungen, gerichte 
Iruppenbetreuung, ein gewisses Auf- 
Vetfen-SS-Hinheiten 


In 


atzchlet, Es ist der gleic) len er ausübte, zum 
über den sogenannten 


letzten J-hr des Kriercs re 
‚renadier-Divisionen, dio il )onf unterstellt waren und 
onübor er diese leic Rechte hatte, 
Volks:;renadier-Divisionen waren keine Waffen-SS- ivisi- 


Volksrrenalier-Divisionen waren Divisionen des Heoros, 
viele Divisionen hatte die Weffon-SS zu Boginn dos Kriee 


Divisio cr Waffon-SS wurde in orsten 
Seendir Polonfeldzuges gestellt, 
Ten ic Vcrfiigunestruppe hiess, 


es wohl ein: > Gic 

Waffen-SS Truppe ist.Können Sie das bestätisen? 
cb vor Beginn des Krieges die sogenannte SS-Ver- 
losor Truppe horvorze:;oncon, 


Woffon-SS ist au 


WELO 
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F: Welche Gründe führten zu der starken Vergrösserung der Waffen- 


> 


25, Juni-ASchn-5S=-Bronder 


л 


Gen cin bestimmter Plon zu Grunde? 


A: Dor Führer selbst hatte den Plan »chabt, die Waffen-SS in 


ein Verhältnis von 1:10 gun Heer zu brin one Dor Reichsführer hat 
Zwoifollos Cie Absicht cohobt, Cie Waffen-SS so stark wie nörlich 

schen selbst unter Aufopferur , ler Auslesebostiocun en, die 
zunächst für dic Waffe S bindend war, Dic Trupoe sclbst widor- 
dieser Versrösserunsstendenz doswec on, weil für dic alten 


> 


de Nouaufstellun: Abgabe zuten krio-serfrhrenen Men- 
interials und dani norhórto hwierirkeiten mit sich brachte, 


SS und der 
е ine SS. Die Ane 


gehörten ihr nicht 
188 zwischen diesen 1 
Auch die Tatsache, dass ziell in letzten Krie-sjahr 
iie höheren SS= und’ Polizeiführer zu Gonorz de iaffen-SS ere 


nannt wurden, änderte an diesen Din on nichts, Dio А yen der 


höheren SS= unà Polizeiführer waren roi: polizoiliche, 


keine Befchlsbe fugnis ‘on=SS, Ausgenomnen 1 


Stactsnotstond, hiorboi musste nllorüincs Gio Genehnirung zum Ein- 
Waffen-SS Zuch die hóboren SS= und Polizoi- 
iror vón Führun: shauptant erteilt werden und 2.) boi Partisanen- 
Aupfungszán Glosonheiten, hicrbei musste ĉie Erlaubnis zun Ein- 
Verbänden der Waffen-SS von der Jeweils zustänlizen Oberen 
behörde les Heeres zeschen werden, 
incun; der Waffen-SS uni der Allge= 
Sprechen, etwa weil alle dicjenisen, welche freiwillig 
-SS beitraten bis zu jenen Zeitpunkt Mitglieder der All- 
eneinon 58 weren? 
Meiner Auffassung nach nein, denn die rrösste Zahl dor Ange- 
hórizen dor All.ceocinoen SS wurde z ogir les Krieg 


es, cls es also 
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noch Cie SS-Verfügungstruppe ^7 von Heer aufgesoren, weil die Vor- 
fisun-struppe viel zu klein war, un säutliche Ancchórirc der Allce 
meinen SS in sich cufnohucn zu können, Schon zus diesen Grunde kan 
nur cin kleiner Teil der An ehüricon dor Allseneinen SS zur SS=- 
Vorfiruncstruppe, 

Е: Und die jun en Leute, die sich mit 17 Jahren von der Schule 
oder voi Arbcitsdicnst zur Waffen-SS meldäcten, waren die vorher 

ider dor А115спеіпси SS? 

å: Nein, In allgemeinen nicht, da dor Einzelne in die All-;encine 
SS erst Lit 18 Jahren eintreten durfte, 

F; Una silt dies um so nohr von den in Krise zur Waffen SS eine 
gezo ‘enen jun-en Leuten, viole von Ihnen waren nicht Mitglicder der 
All. ;ceiwinen SS? 

A: Für diese gilt das selbstverstänälich, weil während dos Kriee 
ses eine Zurehärirkeit zur Allrcenmeinen SS ruhte bezw. nicht rofor 
dert wurde, 

F: Var die Mitsliedschaft in der nstionalsozialistischen Po2rtoi 
etwa ausschlaccebend für lie Hinberufune odor für Zie freiwilli;:en 
Mcldun en für lie waffen-SS? 

it Nein. Sie wurde weder als Voreussetzun- zwi Eintritt in ĉie 
waffon-SS verlangt noch wurde sie noch den Eintritt in lie offen 


+ 


rcert. Wenn jemand in der Partei wor, so ruhte dicso Partei- 

iskcit während seiner Zu-eh6ri¢keit zur Waffen-SS, 

Kann dio Waffen-SS als besonderer politischer Repräsentant 

N2zi-Ideolosie angesehen werden? 

Nein, Die Waffen-SS wor oin soldctis 
sich vor den anderen soldatischen Einheiten durch die 
Freiwillickeit, Auslese, straffe Erziehung und straffe Gerichts- 
barkeit hervorhob, Eine besondere politische Erziehung, die über 
das Mass dessen hinsuscoht, wes in den anderen Verbänden geschult 


wurde, cab es hei der Waffen-SS nicht, Selbst dio Faktoren Freie 


williskcit und Auslese, mussten im Laufe dos Krieges oufrocobon wer- 


wegen der von Führer sel st befohlenen Neuaufstellungen, 
«m 
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instellunc nahm die Truppe der Waffen-SS zur Porson 


25.Juni-ASchn-7-BRranäder 


rossteil, die Masse Gor An chérigen der Waffen-SS konnte 
viel wie gar nicht oder nur von kurzen Frontbesuchen, 
ліе er zeitweilig untornoha,. Ihn wurde von Seiten der Truppe oft 
Unverständnis ceconübor den Belangen der Trupe vorcoworfon, Seine 
Reden 2io er manchunrl vor den Offizicr-Korps der Einheiten hielt, 
wurden sow.it dic ethischen Idesle der SS betrafen ^norkonnt, 


B 


soweit sie sich nit dor Entwicklung ces Kricres speziell der Zu- 


D 
H 
і 


kunftsentwicklun:: boschüfticton, wren seiner oft oncrowondton Super: 
lative und seiner ImpulsivitAt kritisiert unc nanehucl ot 

Er wurde in onsen als truppenfrend 5ozoieohnot, Er versuch 

dicsen Reden öfters den Soldaten Polizcisecanken nahe zu bringen, 
Auch cieses fond Ablehnunc d or Tun oe Seine áAnordnun' on allge= 
winer Art betrafen Äusserlichk.ite 

hatten Ceswoccn keinerlei Einíiiuss cuf cine 


b der Truppe, 


eruppenttihrers v, de Bach zugeschnitten, 
Ansehen und dic Stellung des jereruvpenfiihrers Qd. Bach den 
übricon SS= und Polizeiführorn "co ;enüber heroushehen, Gleichzeitig 


bcabsichticte Himmler sich ait diesen Stab cin Korps-Komuando zu 


unterstellen und damit seine ci;one militärische Stellune 


ve d. Bach auch Generrl der 
hl, or hot meiner Erinnerung nach cicsen Titel in Zu- 
ait seinor Ernennung zun Chef dor Dandenkanpfverbande 
Auch hierfür war, cirt id der : cine Person in 
militärisch;r Hinsicht hercuscoho*son und für Verhandlun-cn mit den 
fähig ocmccht werden sollte, 


Volehe Verbinäungr bestand zwischen dou Stabschef, Benden- 


ы 


srhände" und dor tatten EE 


77 
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As 
abe hatte dieser Stab? 
die Aufgabe erstens Himmler über die gesane 
te Loco dër Partisanen Dekämpfunz zunächst in Osten später auch auf 
пдогеп Kriessschauplätzen zu unterrichten, Er hatte zweitens die 
Aufgabe Vorschriften über Partisanenbekäupfuns und Erfahrunzgsberich- 
te den Höheren SS= und Tolizeiführern zugänglich zu machen, 
CATT TUBRIDYs Wir werden jetzt cine Pause einschalten bis 2,15 


Uhr un? werden dafür bis 5,15 tagen 


(Die Kommission tritt uu 14,15 zusammen). 


Freuzverhör-Fortsetzuns! 


MReMGeILWRAITH: Wer verhört zur Zeit den Zeu en? Würden Sie 
^ohene. 
DR ePELCKMANN ¢ 
Ich hatte Sie gefragt Herr Zoure, weldhe Aufsaben € 


ındenkaunfvcerbände hatte? 


- 


loh wi noch einual er Stab hatte die Aufyrah 
die Lage in der Partisanenbekämpfung, zunächst nur in 
euch auf anderen Kricgsschauplätzen zu untorrichten, 
ferner Weieun ел an die höeren SS= und Polizeiführer be- 
der Durchführung der Portisanenbek&upfung zu geben, Er hate 
te Vorschriften und Erfahrunssh an die höheren SS= und Poli 
zeifiihror weiterzuleiten und sehliossli sollte dieser Stab in 
Ausnahue fällen führunsmässiz in Erscheinung treten und zwar bei 
erösserun Unternehmungen oder an Naohtstollen usw, Letzteres ist ale 
lerdin:s nur ein einziges Mei i vscheinun? getreten, 
Welches wer der Zweck der ?artisanenhbekänpfunr in Osten? 
Аз Die Kämpfe gegen die Pirtisanen in Osten waren Käupfe ; 
einen offiziellen Teil der roten Armee zui Schutze der rückwärtigen 


Ldligcungslinien, 


Der Zouw;o у, d, Bach hat behauptet, dass besonders minders 


wertice Truppen aufgestellt worden sind mit den Zwecke, die Zivil- 
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bevülkorun:; zu vernichtenj Wissen Sie etwcs darüber? 
Jorortice Binhciten sind nir nicht bekannt. Ich glaube cuech 
nicht, dass derartise Einheiten existiert haben, 
F: Vielleicht wird unter deu Begriff "ainderwärtigc" Bewährun?s- 
einhciten verstanden, Ist das möglich? 
Der Begriff ninderwirbig ist zunächst irreführend, Es hat 
bstverstindlich 3,.währun:seinheiten segeben. 
„rband Dirlewangen, war das cine Dewährunrseinheit? 
As Jawohl, der Verband Diri.....ı,en war eine Bewährun: 
in der Häftlinge aus dem Konzentrationsls-er und später 


Strofte An:ehörire sämtlicher Teile der Wehrmacht ihre Dewährung 


naehwoisen konnten, 





25. Juni = 2.6 - 1 DPE DA 2 
Fo: wer diese iruppe eine Einheit der waffen 35 ouer der 
allgeueinen oS ? 
a ; Nein, sie war Weger cine Linheit der weffen 28 noch cine 
Linheit der „llesueinen 55. 
Innen ein Befehl bekannt, wonach Delikte von Soldeten 
zeseuueber der Zivilbevoelkerung nicht pestreft werden durften ? 


: Ich kenne einen üersrtigen Zviehl nicht. Mir wer im Gegen- 
tcil bekennt, dess in der Waffen SS Delikte sezenueber der Zivil- 
bevoelkerun, sogar hert Lestreit wurden, defuer sind mir Beispiele 
bexrennoe, 

- Wes wissen oie ucber die sogenennten Linsetzeruppen und 


2 


Die Linsctzkoumendos weren Lin tun.en des neichssicher- 
heitshe uptemtes im Osten. rsi e Zusermensetzung und 
; aufgeben sind mir unbekenn ie sie polizeilicher „rt werene 
assen Sie etwes von «er Verwenduns von Linheiten und For- 
„affen 35 bei diesen Lansctzkomenaos ? 
vor weiner Dienstzeit in 
Himmler etwe wOupenien uit etwa 6 - Воо senn üeffen 55 zu 
uiesen wommendos uebernowuen worden sina mit Ger „ufgebe, den 
polizeilichen Xoumendos einen wilitserischen Schutz zu geben. 
Diese drei «oupenien sind restlos in den „uf;ebenbereich des 
keichssich ei cuptrcentes ucebergegengene.e 
Hr lax sich ihnen segenueber geacussert zur guáàcn- 
insbesondere zur Loesung des Judenproblems ? 
e Jewohl, in Unterheltuncen het of guf entsprechenue Fregen 
von uns zu diesen Proble.u stellung genomen in der weise, 
er sete : Die Juden in Lurope sollten zunsechst im Osten 
Ghettos ensesiedelt werden una speeter nech den Krisse en einen 
enueren noch neeher zu bestiiienden Fletz zusenmengesiedelt wer- 
den. Lr eeusserte demels etwes von Medageskar und Geners1-Gouver- 
NOMENT 


Jeren gie zugegen, wenn Hlunler ioazentrctionsleger in- 
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4 + dewohl, ich hebe ihn einige siele begleitet 

Pos Fiel des wit ihrer wufgebe als „djutent fuer die Waffen SS 
ZuSeilien ? 

„ + Nein. bes het mit weiner „ufgsebe els „Ajutent åer Waffen- 
3o nichts zu tun. Wenn Himmler eine Reise ше hte, denn interes- 
sierte er sich fuer celle wifgeben, die in diesem Gebiet seine 
vcrscaiedene Teetigkeiten betrefen und ich begleitete ihn ueberell 
worthin, wo er hinging. Lr interessierte sich nicht nur fuer elle 
‚uferben Ger SS, sondern fuer alle „ufgeben, die seine verschic- 
Genen „eüter betrafen,. 

Е : Wenn Himuler Besprechungen wit den «owiendenten ia Legern 
niette, wren Sie de 

4 $ Nein, de wer ich nicht debei. Erstens fuchrte er Besprechun- 
gen Stets ellein unà Zweitens hatte ich mit dicsen aufgaben bereich 
nichts zu tun. 

DR. PE Lem, All I =ре Keine Fragen wehr. 

ke IL/FRKCIITH: Wird ein sreuzvernoer &ewucusoht 7? 

ARLUZVLAHOLKR ; 
DURCH COLONEL GAIFFITH JONLs > 
elt sind Sie ? 
bin jetzt Зо Jahre elt. 


welchen Grunà sind sie in die 58 eingetreten ? 


^.«6n, weil ich in ihr cine ore 


ecnisction sel Qie 215 ihr Ziel das Hereusfuehren Deutschlends 
cus den uneluecklichen Zustanä pro&leuiierte, in das wir nach деш 
Weltkrieg gereten weren. 
F ; „usserdeu war es doch euch noch cine Llitecinheit der 
deutschen sriee Ф 
Lie wurde es erst spaeter, 
Una sie ist im ellgeneinen von vielen els solche enerkennt 


? 


> Des ist Schwer Zu Segen. sie ist hauptsaeculion vou Gegner 


als Liite-Linheit angesehen worden. wir Sclvost heven einen üerar- 
tigen „usdruck iuner ver.ieden, wu nicht eine aonkurrenz zwischen 
Heer und wef fen-ss herbeizufuehren,. 
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: Vielleicht habe ich mich nicht sanz klar ausgedrueckt. 

Der &rceSste ici] der deutschen pue het doch die SS els Elite- 
Truppe angesehen, nicht wahr a 

: Weines Wissens, je. 

* wollen Sie zugeben, dass gegen Ende des Krieges eine genze 
210251 Leute in die SS ingezogen wurde und dess sie stolz weren, 
in diese Elite-Einheit hereinzukonnen ? 

+ Jawohl, 

2 : Ich moechte Sie ucber Himulers Linflus SS fregen. 
Posten eine 
kee nielt 
Jewohl, ich hebe ihn begleitet, 


ir het coch zu seinen oo-Genereclen s68,Tochen, nicht wehr? 
ir hat zu eines Teil seiner hoechsten Fuehrer dort ge- 
Sprochen., Fuenrer acr wiffen-Ss waren ieiner Lrinnerung nach nicht 
Zu&et.ene 
Е ; wieviel SS-Divisione- -= , en der Ostfront ii; Jehre 1943 7 
4 $ US dex. Gedacchtnis ist das schwer zu Selene Ich kenn nich 


у Ing » E Ed 
tn € ince genaue ладі 


dire 1943 ? 

Fos Koennen Sie sege wieviele so-Divisionen 1941 - 1943 
einschliesslich zu irgend einen Zeitpunkt en бег Ostfront &edient 
heben o 

> lnSceseut schetze ich diese Zehl ruf hoechstens 15 - go, 
Erinnern Sie sich, dess Himmler zu seinen Generaelen fol- 
ceeseet het. Ich beziche wich euf Dokuacnt 1919-PS, US 170, 
чеп Russen oder Tschechen pesslert, interessiert wich nicht 
4&S 216 Actionen in Bezug cuf éutes plut unserer 
art bieten koennen, werden wir wean noctig uns nehiien, inde: wir 


ihnen ihre Kinder Wwe.nehuen und si hicr bei uns eufziehen. Ob 


‚Nationen in Wohlstcad leben oder euch zu Toue hungern, intercssiert 


wich nur insofern, els wir sie cls kleven fuer unsere Kultur brey- 


chen, In cuderer Beziehung interessiert es wich ueberheupt nicht, 
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Ob lo coo russische Frauen bein Greben einer Fenzer perre cr- 
senoepft zusen.enbreohen, interessiert mich nur insoferne, 

cls àis Fenzersperre fuer Deutschlend fertiggestellt ist. wir 
werden aie roh und herzlos sein, wenn es nicht notwendig ist," 
Hebden „ie &ehoert, wie er des gesegt het ? 


4 ; Ich bin wechrend ieser kede nur zua Teil enwesend ge- 


es nicht erleubten, inier gegenweertig zu sein. 


| 


F ; Sie Segen, dass Hin ler nie Befehle -usgeceben het, 
ice gegen die internetionelen swriegsrechte und gegen die Huieni- 
Leet verstossen haben ? 

- > Fuer Gie wcfíen-oo het er solche Befehle nicht gegeben. 

Fo: Hi.i.ler Scat, wenn aunuerttausenüs von russischen Freuen 
vor Lrschoepfung Zuseiuen.. uni, weehrenu wir einen ienketwehr- 
éraben fuer Deutschlaenu beuen; wueraen vie sageu, dess das der 


Gesetz der wenschlichkeit, wie es cli.c:cin enerkennt ist, 


пі 116г, sondern eine Wendung 

„iner Rede von dinmiler. 
FP : socennen wir nicht ennehuer, cess Hiauler Eefenle en 
deneu er ciluinelle dendluncen gegen 


Te р 4 N ~ 
хеспое vVOrg 


eschlasen 


an dice 


welchen 35-Fuchreraü wurde aie Rede gehelten 

A Bei Gicser Zusemmenkunft waren dic hoeheren SS- 
Folizeifuchrer sowie die Heuptsut 

P Фф отап gie etwa, Gess keino oo-Gruppenfuchrer bei diesen 
euse_Llentreffen 20. 6.61 weren, die vivisionea uer Waffen-SS 
ko-i.cenulerten ? 

» > loh katn wich en keinen einziten erin.iern und ausserdeü 
gleube loh nicht, dese cs ..oceglich wer, fuer Giese Rede irgend 


einen асг vivisionskoumendeure von ihren Divisionen von der Front 
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Gut. In der naechsten F- e, die ich zitieren werde, 


ist die Frage nicht mehr offen, an wen er sich gewendt het. 
Weren oae gin Charkow im „pril 1943, els er dort gesprochen het ? 

4 * Ich wer in Cherkow eber nicht waehrend der genzen Rede 
zugegen, aber er het dort die Rede gehelten an die Kowandoure 
von drei oS-Divisionen, 

F : Ja, des stinat. Es weren nicht nur die SS-Gencraele, 
sondern elle Kowuendeure von den 5S5-Einheiten ? 

« 2 LS weren, soviel ich mich erinnern kaan, elle Kounandeure 
einschliesslich selbsteendize Betaillons-Koumendeure. 


F ; wir wollen sehen, wes er hier Sagte 
3 e 


ik. MC. ILWRLITE: 15+ dies Gssselbe Dokuuent ? 


COLONLL GRIFFITH JONI t Ja, өз ist dasselbe Dokument, Seite 
ll, der englisoben Ust 
DURCH COLONLL GRIFFITH JONLS: 

F : қоєппєп Sie Sich deren crinnern, dess er des &gesegt hat? 
Lr spricht von Gebieten, cie von Deutschlenä besetzt wurden und 
ich zitiere : 

" Lntweder wuessen die Leute deportiert werden und fuer 
Deutschlend Schaffen Cer sie werden iu дешр? fellen." 

» Ф sch kenn nich nicht en eine derertige Redewendung erinnern, 
eber es ist moeglich, dess er das gesect het, 

F : коєппеп Sie sich erinuern, dess er von Juden gesprochen 
het und ich zitiere : 

" sntisexitisnus ist genau desselbe wie Entleusung. Entleusung 


ist nicht cine Frese von weltenscheuung 


&, sondern cine Frage der 
heinlichkeit und ia deüselben sinne wer sntisexnitisnus nicht 
eine rege der Weltanschauung fuer uns, sondern cine Frage der 
Seuberxeit, deren wir uns bald ennehuen werden. Wir werden bald 
enticust sein. wir haben n." о ooo Laeuse uebrig und denn ist 
die ocche in ganz Deutschlend beendet." werum het er des zu 
dez Koumendeuren der 3 SS Divisionen geseet ? 

„ + ch habe heute fruch schon gescet, dess er solche Reden 
201 „nless nahn, un zu den Fuchrern ueber die allcereine Lege 
zu Sprechen unà euch ueber diejenisen Gebiete, dic die Truppe 
nichts engingen, 18 
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2 wollen sie sageny ess er Solche Sechen nit den Kommen- 
deuren der 3 Divisionen besprochen het, weil des eben gerede 
Dinge weren, die diese Divisionen nichts engingen ? 

« 2 Jewohl, ich will deuit steen, degs er » de cr Sehr selten 


bei der Truppe wer, Giese Gelegenheit bunutzte, un der Truppe 


eine „ufkleerung ueber die ellgeweire Guseutlage und ueber auf- 


gebengebiete zu geben, welche die Trupps els solche nicht be- 


ruehrtcn . 

F 2 xocunen oie uns segen, Warwi er iicse Sechen der 33 hat 
erklaeren wollen, wenn bis jetzt посл niewend vor diesea Tribu- 

ver von чеш ganzen gehoert hat ? 

- $ vie aufgaben die Hiuuler in aieser Rede beruehrte, gehoere; 
zu den aufgeben seiner Person und er het inuer die „bsicht bzw. 
den wunsch :chabt, in der Zukunft die verschiedenen „ufgebenge- 
biete, die seine Person zu bearbeiten hette, or cnisetorisch 
Z2uSsivicenhwechsen zu lessen, 

Е : wollen wir uns jetzt einem Fell Zuwenden, wo er sich trt- 
secchlich en Mitglieder der wiffen-SS wendet. Weren Sic denels in 
iili 1943 bei seiner Rede in Metz zugegen ? 

an $ Nein, im „iril 1943 wer er nichs in setze 

Fos Dieser Teg wird genennt " ver Le von Metz ". Ich bin 
mir nicht genz klar derueber, aber er sprach zu den Offizieren 

S3-Leibstendarte, 

4 $ Ich glaube, des war in Jehre 1941. Ich selbst wer dabei 
nicht anwesend, 

Е 3; ochr eut, bs wer iu Jahre 1941, Ieh wnoechte Ідпеп ein 
peer Zeilen vorleseuü, LS ics -usuwent 1913 = Ps, US 304. Ich 
zitiere ; 

“sehr oft segt Sich der Jngchoerige der Waffen-SS uni diese 
Gedenken kenen mir heute SO, wie ich da dreussen diese sehr 
Schwierige Teetickeit anseh, die die Sicherheitspolizei, unter- 
stuetzt von euren Leuten, - die ihnen sehr gut helfen - hat, 
des nereusbringen iiescs Volkes hier. Geneu desselbe het bei 40° 


£E- lte in Polen stattcefunden, wo wir Teusende, Zehnteusende und 
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Huncerttsusende wegtrensporticren mussten, wo wir die Hacrte heen 


wussten - Sie sollen des hoeren - sollen des aber euch gleich 
wieder vergessen - Tausende von fuehrerden Polen zu erschiessen. 
wo wir die Heerte heben wussten, denn sonst wucrde speeter sich 
des en uns reechen," Ende des sitates. 

F i Wer des die „rbeiter der Waffen-SS uni insbesondere der 
Leibstenderte „Golf Hitlers, Hundertteusende zu deportieren und 
Teusende zu erschiessen ? 

4 $ KEincSWees. „uch des ist cine Unterrichtung ueber Vorgeenge 
dice im Osten stattgefunden haben, weehrenu uie Division sich ia 
Westen befend, ich hebe betont, dass er bei Erlaeuterungsen derar- 
tiger Vorgeense von einew stichwort-aonzept zus euS.ehendü, sprach 
und Giese bein wurden in ellecueinen innerhalb der irupye abge- 
lehnt, 

F; „ber er segt doch hier, drs ist die icetigkeit, welche die 
Leibstandarte „uolf Hitler eusfuchrt, wodurch sic iie vicherheits- 
polizei in grossen Wasse unterstuetzt. 
чеги: sollte ег das seen, wenn cas nicht wear ist 2 


.. Jufgrtbe der Sicherheitspolizei 


hr von der Leibstandertse „uolf Hitler 


geholfen. Line Hilfe kenn hier nur in der Forz „eschehen sein, 
Fehrzeuge zur Verfuecun, &£estellt wurden oder echnliches, 
Truppe selbst hatte zit dererticen aufgeben nichts zu tun. 

F : Ich frage Sic nun zum letzten Mel, warum het er &geScct, dass 
«ie Leibstenüarte „dolf Hitler in grossen desse bei dieser arbeit 
cusceholfen het ? 

ich sete je Schon, es ist moeglica, dass sie dazu 
Hehracuge una cehnliche Hilfsuittel zur Verfueguns gestellt het, 

P $ ich woechte oie ueucr einen enderen Punkt befresen. Zu- 
neechst meochte ich Ihnen einen „uschnitt aus einen Frotokoll 
der Unterredun. zwischen Goering und Gem Duce im Oktober 1942 
vorlesen. Es ist Dokuuent D 729, GB 281. 

^ Der Reichsirrschell schilderte dann, wie Deutschland bei 
tertisenenkecupfe vorgche, in den betreffenden Gebieten wuerde zu- 


ncechst des gesaüte Vieh unà die Lebensuittel Weccefuehrt, ш: den 
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Fertisrnen auf diese weise aie brna enrung seruadlege wegzufuenren. 
Die lieenner und freuen wuerden in „rbeitsleger und die Xinder in 
sincerleger gebreeht und die voerfer nieder&ebrennt, 
SO hrt men z.E. in den weiten Weldgevicten von Bielowitz die 
vicherung von Brhnen durchicfuchrt. Кешеп attentste vor, so wurden 
in den Ortschaften die ;eseute uneeunliohe Bevoelserung auf der eine; 
Seite und die Freuen auf der enáeron seite aufgestellt. Den frauen 
Wurce cesc&t, dess clle ueenner erschossen wuerden, wein sie nicht 
пабу, wer von den Weeunern nicht in den Ort gehoere. Ui ihre 
meeuner zu retten, bezeichneten die treuen 1шшдєг die Nightortsan- 
SresSicen. Deutschland het die Erfahrung gemacht, dess soldcten in 
alleeicinen Schwer zur Lrereifuns uerertiser Messnahmen zu bringen 
Scien. ,ncehocrige der Fartei verrichteten diese „Uf:cbe viel 
heerter und besser. Deher keeupften auch a4lrLcen, Aie wıltanschau- 
lich gefestigt wurdeu, wie 24: „_utschen ( oucr euch die russi- 
chen ) viel haerter sls eniere, „uch die 35, die Gerde Ger elten 
Pertcikeenpfer, die zum Fuehrer „ersoehlich »indunzen heben und 
eine „uslese derstellen, bestecticen diesen Grundsatz. Hierher ge- 
hoert euch, dess kommunistische w.ou.issere sich selten freiwilliz 
ereeben neben." Ende des Zitets, 
P 3.Wwerum het Goering des &£cSe.t, wenn die Fertisenenbekecmprung 


[»] 


nicht eine ..rbeit der oS wer 7? 


Sind rein propegendistische 4ecusScrun&£en Gocrings, die 


^ 


insofern wit den Trtsechen nich uebercinsti.uen, als die ange- 
fuchrten sieerkuele : Dinüun; an die Ferson des Fuchrers unà „uslese 
Sich hocchstens auf die ersten vivisionen aer watfen-SS beziehen 
koennten. vicse aber waren nie in oendenbekac.apfung, sondern stets 
in vorderster Front eingesetzte 

F ; seancen sie das gute froper- ide ? Ist das die art Fropegenda, 
die Sie billigen 9 

- > Ich hebe ueberhaupt keins Fropesenda gerne, 

COLONLL GRIFFITH JONES: Ich hebe keine weiteren Fregen mehr. 

мї. WC ILRAGITH: Wird noch ein areuzverhoer &ewuenseht ? 


Wollen oie Gen Zeugen nochus ls hoeren, Dr. Felekvenn ? 


DR. FELCHILUNN: Ich habe keine weiteren Fregen mehr. 
1832 
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9 Dauer 
MR.MCILWRAITH; Der Zeuge койп gehen und er neechste Zeuge 


e reinkomuen. 


Des Vorstehende ist eine wahre unà richtige Niederschrift 
der „ussegen vou eS. Juni 1946. 
Unterschrieben ; Grete Maier 
аА: ums 
Gerichtsstenogreph 


Terese Brander 
AE, 
Gerichtsstenograph 


Betty Beuer 
Gericntsstenozraph 


BLGL.UBIGT : Joseph F. Tubridy 
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